Tins work consists of a collection of papers on different subjects in surgical pathology and practice, which have appeared during the last twenty years in various periodical publications. As many of them are sufficiently well known, or on subjects fully understood, and as others have in a great measure lost the interest that originally attached to them, we shall be content to notice those contributions which are more particularly calculated to inform and engage the attention of our readers.
Article I is on the solution of caoutchouc, its purport being to show that in the application of this useful substance the author had anticipated Mr. Macintosh, but without gaining any credit or profit from the improvement.
Mr, Syme's pretensions, having no particular interest for the profession, need not detain us.
In Article II Mr. Syme enforces the advantage of a far more rigid abstinence in respect to diet, than is commonly considered necessary in the treatment of senile gangrene. He restricts his patients to a strictly vegetable diet, and allows no sort of stimulant. Since the publication of his paper 011 this intractable disease, in 1841, he states that the opportunities of further observation have tended to confirm the views it communicated to the profession. Surgeons have long been convinced of the impropriety of the highly-stimulating treatment formerly recommended in the management of gangrena senilis, and Mr. Syme is mistaken in supposing that the practice generally employed still continues the same as Mr. Pott has described it. In Sir B. Brodie's observations, quoted by our author, ale, wine, or brandy is allowed to patients affected with this disease, not, indeed, to obtain a stimulating effect, but chiefly from fear of a failure in the powers of life from depriving patients of an accustomed stimulus. "It is true," Sir Benjamin adds, "those whose mode of life has been different will require the exhibition of stimulants under these new circumstances." But he further remarks, in regard to the quantity of wine, " In the majority of cases, from the third of a pint to a pint daily will be sufficient," which our readers will regard as tolerably moderate 
